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Begin the Year With Mother Goose Rhymes: The Perfect “Read to Self” Books 
Oral Language Traditions Provide the Foundation for Developing Language and 

Reading Skills Simultaneously 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children will memorize, recite and dramatize these rhymes. They will engage in “magical 
memory reading” using their beginning tracking skills. 

 
 

Favorite Finger Plays Build Reading Confidence and Fluency 
Provide Repeated Creative and Dramatic Encounters with the Language 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children love to re-read books with language that they 
have recited, dramatized, and internalized.  This allows them to more easily self-correct 

as readers.   
They cherish these emergent readers because of the built-in ownership and success! 
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These Little Books are free downloads at www.nellieedge.com.  They can be enlarged, colored, 
backed, and laminated.  See  video clip: How To Make Guided Reading Books. Tape the 
pages together for “guided reading” and library books.  Ask parent volunteers to make sets of six.  


